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SECOND SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS 

JANUARY 5, 2025 

 

896 NOW GREET THE SWIFTLY CHANGING YEAR

 sts. 1–4 

1 Now greet the swiftly changing year 

With joy and penitence sincere. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! With thanks embrace 

Another year of grace. 

 

2 Remember now the Son of God 

And how He shed His infant blood. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! With thanks embrace 

Another year of grace. 

 

3 This Jesus came to end sin’s war; 

This Name of names for us He bore. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! With thanks embrace 

Another year of grace. 
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4 His love abundant far exceeds 

The volume of a whole year’s needs. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! With thanks embrace 

Another year of grace. 
Text: Cithara Sanctorum, 1636, Levoca; tr. Jaroslav J. Vajda, 1919–2008, alt. 

Text: © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003047 

 

(The sign of the cross may be made by all in 

remembrance of their Baptism.) 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of 

the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, 

and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful 

and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us 

from all unrighteousness. 

 

(Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-

examination.) 
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P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by 

nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned 

against You in thought, word, and deed, by 

what we have done and by what we have left 

undone. We have not loved You with our whole 

heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 

ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and 

eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, 

Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, 

renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight 

in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory 

of Your holy name. Amen. 

 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to 

die for you and for His sake forgives you all your 

sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, 

and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all 

your sins in the name of the Father and of the T 

Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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INTROIT 

P  The Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and 

we have seen his glory, 

C  glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of 

grace and truth. 

P  Praise the LORD! For it is good to sing praises to 

our God; 

C  for it is pleasant, and a song of praise is fitting. 

P  Great is our Lord, and abundant in power; 

C  his understanding is beyond measure. 

P  But the LORD takes pleasure in those who fear 

him, 

C  in those who hope in his steadfast love. 

P  Praise the LORD, O Jerusalem! 

 Praise your God, O Zion! 

C  Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

 and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

P  The Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and 

we have seen his glory, 
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C  glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of 

grace and truth. 

 

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

  

P Let us pray. 

Almighty God, You have poured into our hearts the 

true Light of Your incarnate Word. Grant that this 

Light may shine forth in our lives; through the 

same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING 1 Kings 3:4–15 

A The Old Testament Reading is from 1 Kings, 

chapter 3. 

  

 4 The king went to Gibeon to sacrifice there, for that 

was the great high place. Solomon used to offer a 
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thousand burnt offerings on that altar. 5At Gibeon the 

LORD appeared to Solomon in a dream by night, and 

God said, “Ask what I shall give you.” 6And Solomon 

said, “You have shown great and steadfast love to your 

servant David my father, because he walked before 

you in faithfulness, in righteousness, and in 

uprightness of heart toward you. And you have kept for 

him this great and steadfast love and have given him a 

son to sit on his throne this day. 7And now, O LORD my 

God, you have made your servant king in place of 

David my father, although I am but a little child. I do not 

know how to go out or come in. 8And your servant is in 

the midst of your people whom you have chosen, a 

great people, too many to be numbered or counted for 

multitude. 9Give your servant therefore an 

understanding mind to govern your people, that I may 

discern between good and evil, for who is able to 

govern this your great people?” 

 10It pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this. 
11And God said to him, “Because you have asked this, 

and have not asked for yourself long life or riches or 

the life of your enemies, but have asked for yourself 
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understanding to discern what is right, 12behold, I now 

do according to your word. Behold, I give you a wise 

and discerning mind, so that none like you has been 

before you and none like you shall arise after you. 13I 

give you also what you have not asked, both riches 

and honor, so that no other king shall compare with 

you, all your days. 14And if you will walk in my ways, 

keeping my statutes and my commandments, as your 

father David walked, then I will lengthen your days.” 

 15And Solomon awoke, and behold, it was a dream. 

Then he came to Jerusalem and stood before the ark 

of the covenant of the LORD, and offered up burnt 

offerings and peace offerings, and made a feast for all 

his servants. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

A Please join me in praying the Psalm. 
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PSALM Psalm 119:97–104 

97Oh how I love your law! 

 It is my meditation all the day. 
98Your commandment makes me wiser than my 

enemies, 

 for it is ever with me. 
99I have more understanding than all my teachers, 

 for your testimonies are my meditation. 
100I understand more than the agèd, 

 for I keep your precepts. 
101I hold back my feet from every evil way, 

 in order to keep your word. 
102I do not turn aside from your just decrees, 

 for you have taught me. 
103How sweet are your words to my taste, 

 sweeter than honey to my mouth! 
104Through your precepts I get understanding; 

 therefore I hate every false way. 

 

EPISTLE Ephesians 1:3–14 

A The Epistle is from Ephesians, chapter 1. 



9 
 

  

 3Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 

Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual 

blessing in the heavenly places, 4even as he chose us 

in him before the foundation of the world, that we 

should be holy and blameless before him. In love 5he 

predestined us for adoption as sons through Jesus 

Christ, according to the purpose of his will, 6to the 

praise of his glorious grace, with which he has blessed 

us in the Beloved. 7In him we have redemption through 

his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according 

to the riches of his grace, 8which he lavished upon us, 

in all wisdom and insight 9making known to us the 

mystery of his will, according to his purpose, which he 

set forth in Christ 10as a plan for the fullness of time, to 

unite all things in him, things in heaven and things on 

earth. 

 11In him we have obtained an inheritance, having 

been predestined according to the purpose of him who 

works all things according to the counsel of his will, 
12so that we who were the first to hope in Christ might 

be to the praise of his glory. 13In him you also, when 
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you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your 

salvation, and believed in him, were sealed with the 

promised Holy Spirit, 14who is the guarantee of our 

inheritance until we acquire possession of it, to the 

praise of his glory. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

(Stand) 

 

ALLELUIA AND VERSE LSB 156 

C Alleluia. 

Lord, to whom shall we go? 

You have the words of eternal life. 

Alleluia, alleluia. 

 

HOLY GOSPEL Luke 2:40–52 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 

second chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
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 40The child Jesus grew and became strong, filled 

with wisdom. And the favor of God was upon him. 

 41Now his parents went to Jerusalem every year at 

the Feast of the Passover. 42And when he was twelve 

years old, they went up according to custom. 43And 

when the feast was ended, as they were returning, the 

boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem. His parents did 

not know it, 44but supposing him to be in the group they 

went a day’s journey, but then they began to search for 

him among their relatives and acquaintances, 45and 

when they did not find him, they returned to Jerusalem, 

searching for him. 46After three days they found him in 

the temple, sitting among the teachers, listening to 

them and asking them questions. 47And all who heard 

him were amazed at his understanding and his 

answers. 48And when his parents saw him, they were 

astonished. And his mother said to him, “Son, why 

have you treated us so? Behold, your father and I have 

been searching for you in great distress.” 49And he said 

to them, “Why were you looking for me? Did you not 

know that I must be in my Father’s house?” 50And they 

did not understand the saying that he spoke to them. 
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51And he went down with them and came to Nazareth 

and was submissive to them. And his mother treasured 

up all these things in her heart. 

 52And Jesus increased in wisdom and in stature and 

in favor with God and man. 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

981 TO YOUR TEMPLE, LORD, I COME sts. 1–4 

1 To Your temple, Lord, I come, 

For it is my worship home. 

This earth has no better place, 

Here I see my Savior’s face. 

 

2 I through Him am reconciled, 

I through Him become Your child. 

Abba, Father, give me grace 

In Your courts Your love to trace. 

 

3 While Your glorious praise is sung, 

Touch my lips, unloose my tongue 
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That my joyful soul may bless 

Christ the Lord, my righteousness. 

 

4 While the prayers of saints ascend, 

God of love, to mine attend. 

Hear me, for Your Spirit pleads; 

Hear, for Jesus intercedes. 
Text: James Montgomery, 1771–1854, alt. 

Text: Public domain 

 

SERMON 

 

981 TO YOUR TEMPLE, LORD, I COME sts. 5–7 

5 While I listen to Your Law, 

Fill my soul with humble awe 

Till Your Gospel bring to me 

Life and immortality. 

 

6 While Your ministers proclaim 

Peace and pardon in Your name, 

Through their voice, by faith, may I 

Hear You speaking from the sky. 
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7 From Your house when I return, 

May my heart within me burn, 

And at evening let me say, 

“I have walked with God today.” 
Text: James Montgomery, 1771–1854, alt. 

Text: Public domain 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 

  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father 

Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the 

living and the dead. 
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I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

P Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ 

Jesus and for all people according to their needs. 

 

Heavenly Father, we give You thanks that Your 

Son, the eternal Word, has become flesh and 

dwelt among us, full of grace and truth. Extend His 

praise into all the world, that many would come to 

hope in His steadfast love. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

  

P Heavenly Father, You have blessed us in Christ, 

Your beloved Son, in whom we have redemption 

through His blood, the forgiveness of sins. 
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Preserve Your Church by the preaching of the 

Gospel of salvation and the seal of the promised 

Holy Spirit in Baptism. Raise up among us faithful 

preachers to the praise of Christ’s glory, until we 

acquire the inheritance promised us in Him. Lord, 

in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

  

P Heavenly Father, You prepared a place for Your 

Son, Jesus, in the womb of the Virgin Mary and in 

the home of Mary and Joseph. Bless our homes 

and all who dwell in them, that Your Word would 

be heard and Your mercy be shown therein. Lord, 

in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

  

P Heavenly Father, You gave to Your servant 

Solomon unsurpassed wisdom to rule Your people 

Israel, chiefly the wisdom that begins in fearing 

You. Give to the leaders and elected officials of 

our nation wisdom for their task to discern 

between good and evil and to govern this people 
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in peace and quietness. Be gracious to preserve 

our president and president-elect, our governor, 

and all legislators and judges. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

  

P Heavenly Father, give patience and endurance to 

all who are sick or in any need, [especially 

_____________,] and heal them according to Your 

will. Receive our thanksgiving for every blessing 

and kindness You have shown to Your people in 

Christ [especially _____________]. Give comfort 

and hope to all who mourn [especially 

_____________]. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

  

P Heavenly Father, Your Son has won redemption 

through His blood, granting the forgiveness of our 

trespasses. According to the riches of Your grace, 

receive those who come to Your blessed 

Sacrament this day. Grant worthy repentance and 

confident faith to all who commune, united in a 
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sincere confession of the faith. Lord, in Your 

mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

  

P Lord God, heavenly Father, in mercy You have 

established the Christian home among us. We 

implore You, rule and direct our hearts to be good 

examples to children and those subject to us. 

Grant that we may not offend them by word or 

deed but faithfully teach them to love Your Church 

and hear Your blessed Word. Give them Your 

Spirit and grace, that this seed may bring forth 

good fruit and our homelife may advance Your 

glory, honor and praise as well as our own 

improvement and welfare, giving offense to no 

one; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with You and the same Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

  

 



19 
 

OFFERING 

 

PREFACE LSB 160 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

  

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

  

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should 

at all times and in all places give thanks to You, 

holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord; for in the mystery 

of the Word made flesh You have given us a new 

revelation of Your glory that, seeing You in the 

person of Your Son, we may know and love those 

things which are not seen. Therefore with angels 

and archangels and with all the company of 
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heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, 

evermore praising You and saying: 

 

SANCTUS LSB 161 

C Holy, holy, holy Lord God of pow’r and might: 

Heaven and earth are full of Your glory. 

Hosanna. Hosanna. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is He who comes in the name of the 

Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING LSB 161 

P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for 

You have had mercy on those whom You created 

and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to 

bear our sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy 

we receive the salvation accomplished for us by 

the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood 

on the cross. 
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Gathered in the name and the remembrance of 

Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, renew, and 

strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us 

faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood as He 

bids us do in His own testament. Gather us 

together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to 

celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of 

the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. 

Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and 

preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, 

honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was 

betrayed, took bread, and when He had given 

thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and 

said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given 

for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
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In the same way also He took the cup after 

supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it 

to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is 

the new testament in My T blood, which is shed 

for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as 

often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, 

we proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes. 

C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

  

P O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in 

giving us Your body and blood to eat and to drink, 

You lead us to remember and confess Your holy 

cross and passion, Your blessed death, Your rest 

in the tomb, Your resurrection from the dead, Your 

ascension into heaven, and Your coming for the 

final judgment. So remember us in Your kingdom 

and teach us to pray: 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 
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     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

PAX DOMINI LSB 163 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 

 

763 WHEN PEACE, LIKE A RIVER 

1 When peace, like a river, attendeth my way; 

    When sorrows, like sea billows, roll; 
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Whatever my lot, Thou hast taught me to say, 

    It is well, it is well with my soul. Refrain 

 

ref It is well (It is well) 

with my soul, (with my soul), 

It is well, it is well with my soul. 

 

2 Though Satan should buffet, though trials 

should come, 

    Let this blest assurance control, 

That Christ hath regarded my helpless estate 

    And hath shed His own blood for my soul. 

Refrain 

 

3 He lives—oh, the bliss of this glorious thought; 

    My sin, not in part, but the whole, 

Is nailed to His cross, and I bear it no more. 

    Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, O my soul! 

Refrain 

 

4 And, Lord, haste the day when our faith shall 

be sight, 
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    The clouds be rolled back as a scroll, 

The trumpet shall sound and the Lord shall 

descend; 

    Even so it is well with my soul. Refrain 
Text: Horatio G. Spafford, 1828–88, alt. 

Text: Public domain 

 

733 O GOD, OUR HELP IN AGES PAST sts. 1–6 

1 O God, our help in ages past, 

    Our hope for years to come, 

Our shelter from the stormy blast, 

    And our eternal home: 

 

2 Under the shadow of Thy throne 

    Thy saints have dwelt secure; 

Sufficient is Thine arm alone, 

    And our defense is sure. 

 

3 Before the hills in order stood 

    Or earth received her frame, 

From everlasting Thou art God, 

    To endless years the same. 
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4 A thousand ages in Thy sight 

    Are like an evening gone, 

Short as the watch that ends the night 

    Before the rising sun. 

 

5 Time, like an ever-rolling stream, 

    Soon bears us all away; 

We fly forgotten as a dream 

    Dies at the op’ning day. 

 

6 O God, our help in ages past, 

    Our hope for years to come, 

Be Thou our guard while troubles last 

    And our eternal home! 
Text: Isaac Watts, 1674–1748, alt. 

Text: Public domain 

 

THANK THE LORD LSB 164 

C Thank the Lord and sing His praise; tell 

ev’ryone what He has done. 

Let all who seek the Lord rejoice and proudly 

bear His name. 
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He recalls His promises and leads His people 

forth in joy 

with shouts of thanksgiving. Alleluia, alleluia. 

 

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT 

P Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You 

have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and 

we implore You that of Your mercy You would 

strengthen us through the same in faith toward 

You and in fervent love toward one another; 

through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

BENEDICTION LSB 166 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be 

gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you 

peace. 
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C Amen. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

896 NOW GREET THE SWIFTLY CHANGING YEAR
 sts. 5–7 
5 With Him as Lord to lead our way 

In want and in prosperity, 
What need we fear in earth or space 
In this new year of grace! 

 
6 “All glory be to God on high, 

And peace on earth!” the angels cry. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! With thanks embrace 
Another year of grace. 

 
D 7 God, Father, Son, and Spirit, hear! 

To all our pleas incline Your ear; 
Upon our lives rich blessing trace 
In this new year of grace. 

Text: Cithara Sanctorum, 1636, Levoca; tr. Jaroslav J. Vajda, 1919–2008, alt. 

Text: © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003047 
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