- FOURTH SUNDAY IN ADVENT
CHILDREN'S CHRISTMAS PROGRAM

DECEMBER 22, 2024 -

367 O COME, O COME, EMMANUEL  sts. 1, ref, 6—7
1 O come, O come, Emmanuel,

And ransom captive Israel,

That mourns in lonely exile here

Until the Son of God appear. Refrain

ref Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
Shall come to thee, O Israel!

6 O come, Thou Dayspring from on high,
And cheer us by Thy drawing nigh,
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night,
And death’s dark shadows put to flight. Refrain

7 O come, Desire of nations, bind
In one the hearts of all mankind;
Bid Thou our sad divisions cease,
And be Thyself our King of Peace. Refrain

Text: Latin, c. 12th cent.; Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum, 1710, KoéIn; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818—66, alt.
Text: Public domain

P] In the name of the Father and of the I~ Son and of
the Holy Spirit.
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Amen.

Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.

If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who
could stand?

But with You there is forgiveness; therefore
You are feared.

Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call
upon Him in prayer and praise, and receive the
body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the
fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our
unworthiness and confess before God and one
another that we have sinned in thought, word, and
deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our
sinful condition. Together as His people let us take
refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly
Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ,
and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner.

Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us
our sins, and lead us to everlasting life. Amen.

Almighty God, merciful Father, in Holy Baptism
You declared us to be Your children and gathered
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us into Your one, holy Church, in which You daily
and richly forgive us our sins and grant us new life
through Your Spirit. Be in our midst, enliven our
faith, and graciously receive our prayer and praise;
through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Amen.

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY

[P)

P)

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Let us pray.

Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come and help us
by Your might, that the sins which weigh us down
may be quickly lifted by Your grace and mercy; for
You live and reign with the Father and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

- CHILDREN'S CHRISTMAS PROGRAM I~

OLD TESTAMENT READING Micah 5:2-5a
A reading from Micah, chapter 5.



2 But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah,
who are too little to be among the clans of
Judah,
from you shall come forth for me
one who is to be ruler in Israel,
whose origin is from of old,
from ancient days.
STherefore he shall give them up until the time
when she who is in labor has given birth;
then the rest of his brothers shall return
to the people of Israel.
“*And he shall stand and shepherd his flock in the
strength of the LORD,
in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God.
And they shall dwell secure, for now he shall be
great
to the ends of the earth.
>And he shall be their peace.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



3671 O LITTLE TOWN OF BETHLEHEM

1 O little town of Bethlehem,

How still we see thee lie!

Above thy deep and dreamless sleep
The silent stars go by;

Yet in thy dark streets shineth
The everlasting light.

The hopes and fears of all the years
Are met in thee tonight.

2 For Christ is born of Mary,

And, gathered all above

While mortals sleep, the angels keep
Their watch of wond’ring love.

O morning stars, together
Proclaim the holy birth,

And praises sing to God the king
And peace to all the earth!

3 How silently, how silently

The wondrous gift is giv'n!

So God imparts to human hearts
The blessings of His heav’'n.

No ear may hear His coming;
But in this world of sin,

Where meek souls will receive Him, still
The dear Christ enters in.

5



4 O holy Child of Bethlehem,

Descend to us, we pray;

Cast out our sin, and enter in,
Be born in us today.

We hear the Christmas angels
The great glad tidings tell;

O come to us, abide with us,
Our Lord Immanuel!

Text: Phillips Brooks, 1835-93
Text: Public domain

PSALM Psalm 98
A reading from Psalm, chapter 98.

'0Oh sing to the LORD a new song,
for he has done marvelous things!
His right hand and his holy arm
have worked salvation for him.
°The LORD has made known his salvation:
he has revealed his righteousness in the sight of
the nations.
3He has remembered his steadfast love and
faithfulness
to the house of Israel.
All the ends of the earth have seen
the salvation of our God.

6



“*Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth;
break forth into joyous song and sing praises!
°Sing praises to the LORD with the lyre,
with the lyre and the sound of melody!
SWith trumpets and the sound of the horn
make a joyful noise before the King, the LORD!

"Let the sea roar, and all that fills it;
the world and those who dwell in it!
8Let the rivers clap their hands;
let the hills sing for joy together
‘before the LORD, for he comes
to judge the earth.
He will judge the world with righteousness,
and the peoples with equity.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

387 JOY TO THE WORLD

1 Joy to the world, the Lord is come!
Let earth receive her King;
Let ev'ry heart prepare Him room
And heav’'n and nature sing,
And heav’'n and nature sing,
And heav’n, and heav’'n and nature sing.
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2 Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns!
Let men their songs employ,
While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains
Repeat the sounding joy,
Repeat the sounding joy,
Repeat, repeat the sounding joy.

3 No more let sins and sorrows grow
Nor thorns infest the ground;
He comes to make His blessings flow
Far as the curse is found,
Far as the curse is found,
Far as, far as the curse is found.

4  He rules the world with truth and grace
And makes the nations prove
The glories of His righteousness
And wonders of His love,
And wonders of His love,
And wonders, wonders of His love.

Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748
Text: Public domain

EPISTLE 1 John 4:7-16
A reading from 1 John, chapter 4.



"Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from
God, and whoever loves has been born of God and
knows God. 8Anyone who does not love does not know
God, because God is love. °In this the love of God was
made manifest among us, that God sent his only Son
into the world, so that we might live through him. °In
this is love, not that we have loved God but that he
loved us and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our
sins. ""Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to
love one another. '?No one has ever seen God;: if we
love one another, God abides in us and his love is
perfected in us.

3By this we know that we abide in him and he in us,
because he has given us of his Spirit. "*And we have
seen and testify that the Father has sent his Son to be
the Savior of the world. Whoever confesses that
Jesus is the Son of God, God abides in him, and he in
God. °*So we have come to know and to believe the
love that God has for us. God is love, and whoever
abides in love abides in God, and God abides in him.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



364 AWAY IN A MANGER

1 Away in a manger, no crib for a bed,
The little Lord Jesus laid down His sweet head.
The stars in the sky looked down where He lay,
The little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay.

2 The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes,
But little Lord Jesus, no crying He makes.
| love Thee, Lord Jesus! Look down from the sky,
And stay by my cradle till morning is nigh.

3 Be near me, Lord Jesus; | ask Thee to stay
Close by me forever and love me, | pray.
Bless all the dear children in Thy tender care,
And take us to heaven to live with Thee there.

Text (sts. 1-2): Little Children’s Book, 1885, Philadelphia; (st. 3): Vineyard Songs, 1892, Louisville, alt.
Text: Public domain

HOLY GOSPEL Luke 2:1-20
'In those days a decree went out from Caesar
Augustus that all the world should be registered. ?This
was the first registration when Quirinius was governor
of Syria. And all went to be registered, each to his own
town. And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the
town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which
is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and
lineage of David, °to be registered with Mary, his
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betrothed, who was with child. °And while they were
there, the time came for her to give birth. “And she
gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in
swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger, because
there was no place for them in the inn.

8And in the same region there were shepherds out in
the field, keeping watch over their flock by night. °And
an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of
the Lord shone around them, and they were filled with
fear. "°And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for
behold, | bring you good news of a great joy that will be
for all the people. ""For unto you is born this day in the
city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. ?And this
will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in
swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” '3And
suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the
heavenly host praising God and saying,

14“Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace among those with whom he
Is pleased!”

SWhen the angels went away from them into
heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go
over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has
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happened, which the Lord has made known to us.”
1And they went with haste and found Mary and
Joseph, and the baby lying in a manger. ""And when
they saw it, they made known the saying that had been
told them concerning this child. '8And all who heard it
wondered at what the shepherds told them. ®But Mary
treasured up all these things, pondering them in her
heart. °And the shepherds returned, glorifying and
praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had
been told them.

(Al This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

388 GO TELL IT ON THE MOUNTAIN
ref Go tell it on the mountain,

Over the hills and ev'rywhere;

Go tell it on the mountain

That Jesus Christ is born!

1 While shepherds kept their watching
O’er silent flocks by night,
Behold, throughout the heavens
There shone a holy light. Refrain
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The shepherds feared and trembled
When lo, above the earth

Rang out the angel chorus

That hailed our Savior’s birth. Refrain

3 Down in alonely manger
The humble Christ was born;
And God sent us salvation
That blessed Christmas morn. Refrain
Text (sts. 1-3): John W. Work Il, 1873—-1925, alt.; (ref): African American spiritual
Text: Public domain
SERMON

DAILY DEVOTIONS AND PRAYER LIST

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

PREFACE

R R

® =

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

LSB 208

It is right to give Him thanks and praise.
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P) Itis truly good, right, and salutary...evermore
praising You and saying:

SANCTUS LSB 208

Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth adored,;
Heav’n and earth with full acclaim shout the
glory of Your name.

Sing hosanna in the highest, sing hosanna to
the Lord;

Truly blest is He who comes in the name of the
Lord!

Text: Stephen P. Starke

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
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but deliver us from evil.

For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD

PAX DOMINI
P) The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.

AGNUS DEI LSB 210

1 O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God,
You take the sin of the world away;
O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God,
Have mercy on us, Lord, we pray.

2 O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God,
You take the sin of the world away;
Have mercy on us, Jesus Christ,
And grant us peace, O Lord, we pray.

Text: Stephen P. Starke

356 THE ANGEL GABRIEL FROM HEAVEN CAME

1 The angel Gabriel from heaven came,
With wings as drifted snow, with eyes as flame:
“All hail to thee, O lowly maiden Mary,



Most highly favored lady.”
Gloria!

“For know a blessed mother thou shalt be,
All generations laud and honor thee;
Thy son shall be Emmanuel, by seers foretold,
Most highly favored lady.”
Gloria!

Then gentle Mary meekly bowed her head;
“To me be as it pleaseth God,” she said.
“My soul shall laud and magnify God’s holy name.’
Most highly favored lady,
Glorial

Of her, Emmanuel, the Christ, was born
In Bethlehem all on a Christmas morn,
And Christian folk throughout the world will ever
say.
“Most highly favored lady.”
Gloria!

Text: para. Sabine Baring-Gould, 1834—-1924; Basque, c. 18th cent.
Text: Public domain

374 GENTLE MARY LAID HER CHILD

Gentle Mary laid her child
Lowly in a manger;
There He lay, the Undefiled,
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To the world a stranger.
Such a babe in such a place,
Can He be the Savior?
Ask the saved of all the race

Who have found His favor.

2 Angels sang about His birth,

Wise Men sought and found Him;

Heaven’s star shone brightly forth
Glory all around Him.

Shepherds saw the wondrous sight,
Heard the angels singing;

All the plains were lit that night,
All the hills were ringing.

3 Gentle Mary laid her child

Lowly in @a manger;

He is still the Undefiled
But no more a stranger.

Son of God of humble birth,
Beautiful the story;

Praise His name in all the earth;
Hail the King of glory!

Text: Joseph Simpson Cook, 1859-1933
Text: Public domain

NUNC DIMITTIS LSB 211
1 O Lord, now let Your servant
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Depart in heav’nly peace,
For | have seen the glory
Of Your redeeming grace:
A light to lead the Gentiles
Unto Your holy hill,

The glory of Your people,
Your chosen Israel.

2 All glory to the Father,
All glory to the Son,
All glory to the Spirit,
Forever Three in One;
For as in the beginning,
Is now, shall ever be,
God'’s triune name resounding
Through all eternity.

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT

BENEDICTION

P) The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be
gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and I+ give you
peace.

Amen.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

380 HARK! THE HERALD ANGELS SING

1

ref

Hark! The herald angels sing,
“Glory to the newborn King;
Peace on earth and mercy mild,
God and sinners reconciled!”
Joyful, all ye nations, rise,
Join the triumph of the skies;
With the _angelic host proclaim,
“Christ is born in Bethlehem!” Refrain

Hark! The herald angels sing,
“Glory to the newborn King!”

Christ, by highest heav'n adored,
Christ, the everlasting Lord,
Late in time behold Him come,
Offspring of a virgin’s womb.
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see,
Hail the incarnate Deity!
Pleased as Man with man to dwell,
Jesus, our Immanuel! Refrain
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3 Hail, the heav’'n-born Prince of Peace!
Hail, the Sun of Righteousness!
Light and life to all He brings,
Ris’n with healing in His wings.
Mild He lays His glory by,
Born that man no more may die,
Born to raise the sons of earth,
Born to give them second birth. Refrain

Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-88, alt.
Text: Public domain
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